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• Conduct – Professionalism, politeness, self-control, courteous

• Listener – Hear questions, comments from all sources, be respectful

• Communication – Be a good communicator to players, coaches and crew

• Unbiased / Impartial – Call the game by the rules

• Preparation – mentally & physically

• Be on Time – Training, meetings, game assignments

• Rules Knowledge – Understand level of play, contact, rules enforcement

• Basketball Officiating Language – Know what the terms mean and how they are used

• Composure – Listen first, don’t argue or lose your temper, stay composed

• Teamwork – Your officiating team must work together for a good game

• Prevention – Try to anticipate potential problems, talk to players and coaches

CHARACTERISTICS OF A GOOD OFFICIAL

5 BASIC Principles to Officiating Basketball

DO NOT BALL WATCH – Trust Your Partner

Blow whistle loud – Raise hand high

REFEREE the DEFENDER

DO NOT GUESS!!!

Call the Obvious



 

 
 

 

BASKETBALL OFFICIATING – TERMINOLOGY
Lead and Trail Officials:
The LEAD official is “leading” the play downcourt. The LEAD official is always on the endline in the frontcourt on the opposite side of the court from the 
Trail official. The body angle should be 45o to the endline, 4 ft. + off endline, halfway between near sideline and free throw lane line.

The TRAIL official is “trailing” the play downcourt. The TRAIL official is always on the opposite side of the court from the Lead near the sideline just 
above the 3-point arc, appx. 28’ from endline. The body angle should be 45o to the nearest sideline.

Primary Coverage Area (PCA):
For both Lead and Trail these are areas of responsibility that each has court coverage for. Each official should strive to watch players in their own PCA.

Ball Side:
Side of the frontcourt where the “ball” is located.

Transition:
For both officials this is the term for movement from one frontcourt to the opposite frontcourt.

Line Responsibility:
These are the boundary and court lines that each official is responsible for covering.

Resumption of Play Spot:
These are the locations off the court where the ball will be put back in play following; timeout, out-of-bounds, violations, and non-shooting fouls.

VIOLATION OR TIMEOUT

1. BLOW YOUR WHISTLE LOUD

2. RAISE YOUR HAND HIGH – OPEN HAND

3. SIGNAL VIOLATION MECHANIC or TIMEOUT MECHANIC

4. POINT TO SPOT ON THE COURT NEAREST VIOLATION OR
TIMEOUT WHERE PLAY WILL RESUME

FOUL

1. BLOW YOUR WHISTLE LOUD

2. RAISE YOUR HAND HIGH – CLOSED FIST

3. STAY WITH PLAY UNTIL PLAYERS CLEAR

4. REPORT FOUL TO SCORES TABLE

5. NON-SHOOTING FOULS, POINT TO THE SPOT ON THE 
COURT NEAREST FOUL WHERE PLAY WILL RESUME



 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 



 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 

 

 

 
 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 



 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

    
 
 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 



 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 



 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 


